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Some Vermont resorts aceept loonie at par

Crossing the border
won't break bank

ROCHELLE
LASH

CHECKING IN

ith the Canadian dol-

lar slipping, we are
frantically seeking attract-
ive options that won’t cost
an extra 10 per cent if we
choose to travel to the United
States. Some tech-savvy ho-
tels, few and far between, ac-
cept bitcoin, the new digital
currency that handily tran-
scends banks, credit cards
and exchange rates. But a
handful of other hotels go
for the old-fashioned, hands-
across-the-border system of
accepting Canadian dollars
atpar.

Here are two neighbourly
Vermont resorts that wel-
come our loonie as being
equal toa greenback.

The Inn at Buck Hollow
Farm is as purely Vermont as
maple syrup and mountains.

The four-room B&B is a
pastel yellow clapboard cot-
tage, the centrepiece of a
former dairy farm that dates
to the 1790s. Off the beaten
track, 15 minutes outside of
St. Albans, it’s nestled in the
rolling foothills of the Green
Mountains.

Owners Brad and Jacquie
Schwartz have an open door
for Canadian visitors, with
the dollar accepted at par. But
Buck Hollow is great value in
any currency. It has walking
trails and snowshoe trails on
asprawling 400-acre property,
and guests can tramp through
the snow to the farm’s sugar
shack. There is a year-round
outdoor hot tub, and in sum-
mer there’s a swimming pool,
shaded by apple and pear
trees.

“We’re so close to the U.S.
border at Highgate, Vt.,
about 30 minutes south,” said
Jacquie, who is from Mont-
real and also speaks French
and Spanish, “so we really
like to encourage people from
Quebec.”

Buck Hollow Farm is pas-
toral and peaceful on the out-
side, but lively and warm in-
side. The Schwartzes run an
antique shop — mostly furni-
ture, but also such Vermont
treasures as pine-framed
windows, maple moulds and
sap buckets. Jacquie alsosells
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BUCK HOLLOW FARM

The Inn at Buck Hollow Farm is a quaint B&B in northern Vermont with ski trails, a sugar shack and an antique shop.

her art, unique paintings on
glass that capture Vermont’s
landscapes.

She is an accomplished
cook and a vegan, and Brad
is an omnivore, so breakfast
is a creative combo of hearty
and healthy, with extras like
low-fat zucchini bread and
muesli. Jacquie bakes her
own bread, and Buck Hol-
low has a maple-syrup oper-
ation on the property, so go
for the pancakes or french
toast. Among her favourite
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The new Stateside Hotel at Jay Peak Resort is part of a $40-million expansion.

dishes are breakfast calzones
folded over eggs, sausage and
cheese, topped with holland-
aise; and orange-vanilla pan-
cakes with vegetarian saus-
ages.

The guest rooms are B&B
style, with four-poster beds
and country quilts, plus satel-
lite TV, iPod chargers and, in
two rooms, outdoor decks.

The Schwartzes have their
OWn menagerie: two ponies,
five cats and two dogs (who
have their own Facebook

JAY PEAK RESORT

page, elmoandgrover, and
write the Pet Peeves column
for Buck Hollow’s news-
letter). The couple keep their
pets on their private side of
the house, away from the pub-
lic spaces and guest quarters,
so the inn is able to accept
guest pets.

What is there to do in this
pretty, somewhat remote cor-
ner of northern Vermont?
The incomparably family-
friendly ski area Smugglers’
Notch is 30 minutes south

via Route 15. The shopping
and dining scenes of Essex
and Burlington are nearby.
The Schwartzes recommend
a few dinner spots in St. Al-
bans, but Jacquie also has
branched out into cooking
casual suppers — pasta, piz-
za, cheese fondue or chili —
by reservation only.

Just across the border
from the Eastern Townships
outpost of Mansonville, Jay
Peak Resort has been be-
loved by Canadian vacation-
ers almost since its opening
more than 50 years ago. In
true neighbourly spirit, Jay
Peak accepts the loonie at par
if you pay cash, and that’s
valid for all of its resort of-
ferings: lodging, food, skiing,
golf, sportsfacilities and spa.

The major news this year is
the $40-million expansion of
Stateside, Jay’s secondary ar-
ea, with the 85-room Stateside
Hotel and base lodge adjacent
to the Bonaventure and Taxi
chairlifts.

Jay Peak has rebuilt and
modernized its entire resort
over the past few years, to the
tune of more than $330 mil-
lion. With family-friendly
Hotel Jay, upscale Tram Haus

1 YOU GO

Tourism Vermont: visit-
vermont.com or vermontva-
cation.com

The Inn at Buck Hollow
Farm: 800-849-7985,
buckhollow.com; 2150 Buck
Hollow Rd., Fairfax, Vt.
Canadian dollar accepted at
par; $110 for two in a room;
suites at $130 for three

or $150 for four; includes
breakfast, Internet, walking
trails. Pet fee is $20 per day.
Eighty-minute drive from
Montreal.

Jay Peak Resort: 800-451-
4449, jaypeakresort.com;
Route 242, Jay, Vt. Canadian
dollar accepted at par (with
cash only). Prices fluctu-
ate, but a family of four can
stay at the new Stateside
Hotel starting at $105 per
person, including lift tickets
and Pump House Water
Park access. Jay Peak offers
learn-to-ski weeks and
meal packages. On certain
deals, children 14 and under
ski, stay and “splash” for
free. Ski-Snowboard: $69
lift tickets for adults. With
a season pass to any North
American ski area, an adult
ticket costs $56. Two-hour
drive from Montreal.

Lodge and the dazzling Pump
House Water Park at its prin-
cipal base area, the resort has
created a weatherproof get-
away, complete with a tunnel
that connectslodging, dining,
the spa, sports shops and a
large video arcade. Outdoors,
the expansion has included a
nordic ski centre and the Ice
Haus, an NHL-sized arena for
year-round skating, ice shows
and hockey.

Let’s just say this is a busy
resort. You’ll see kids and
parents in swimwear and
bathrobes on their way to the
chutes and pools of the Pump
House. Others are bundled
up in snow-sports gear head-
ing to terrain parks and ski
trails, still the main draw for
most winter visitors.

A new partnership with
Disney and Burton Snow-
boards has resulted in a
unique children’s snowboard
park with artistic carvings
and features from the Toy
Story movies. There’s after-
noon action too. Adults have
a choice of seven pubs for
aprés-ski.

Rochelle@rochellelash.com
Twitter: rochellelash.com
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TO ADVERTISE please call 514-987-2350
VERMONT

INTERNATIONAL

FRANKLYN D. RESORT AND SPA

All Suites, All-Inclusive, Family Beach Resort. World
Class Nannies assigned to every family on check-in.
Terrific Kids Program, Nightly Entertainment and Free
Wi-fi. Save 40% OFF-Call-1-800-654-1337 or visit
www.fdrholidays.com

NEW YORK

RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL - NEW YORK CITY
Singles USD $75. Doubles USD $90. Suites

USD $100.-$120. Lincoln Center area. Hudson
River views, 18 floors, kitchenette, 5 minutes to
midtown. Safe, quiet luxury area. Riverside Drive
& 80™ Street. For more info, call 800-724-3136 or
visit www.riversidetowerhotel.com

NEW HAMPSHIRE

WHITE MOUNTAINS ¢ NORTH CONWAY
Warmth & comfort surround you at our “country
elegant” boutique hotel. Grand mountain views,
fireplaced Library Lounge (aprés ski Cheese
Fondue served on Winter Wknds!), renowned
dining room. 25 guest rooms (8 w/frplcs) and
some w/Jacuzzi. 5 alpine resorts & tax-free outlets
nearby. Fr. $73ppdo (US) incl. Full Bkfst & Dinner
(off main menu) & use of XC ski/snowshoe trails
from door. 800-525-9100
www.StonehurstManor.com

ALSO FIND US ON montrealgazette.com/wheretostay

VERMONT

SMART SUITES

Winter Special. Come and enjoy our hospitality in
either a studio efficiency at US $72.95 or a more
spacious one bedroom suite at US $82.95/ night,
including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI.
Call toll free 877.862.6800 and mention the Gazette
special. Not valid with other discounts and subject to
availability. Effective 05/02/13. 1700 Shelburne Rd.,
So. Burlington, Vi. Take Exit 13 off -89, left on rt. 7
for 1.5 miles, same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.

GREEN MOUNTAIN SUITES HOTEL
Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont
Country Inn Escape to beautiful Burlington, Vermont
starting at $119/night weekdays Luxurious One-
Bedroom Suite Includes Vermont-style Hot Breakfast
served each morning Includes Manager’s Social
with Beer, Wine and Dinner (Mon-Thurs evenings)
Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi & Exercise facility
Walking distance to University Mall and close to
Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.
Promotional rate may not be available during select
periods. Contact hotel for more information Toll-free

reservations 866.337.1616

QUALITY INN

Special Rate for 2 night hotel stay for $149.99 USD
or 1 night for $79.99 plus Tax. Park & Fly rate which
includes 1 night stay with round trip transportation
to BTV airport and up to 21 days parking for $139.00
plus Tax. Rates based on double occupancy.
Additional charge $10/person/night. Pet charge

$20/pet/night. These rates also include Full Hot
Breakfast, Indoor Heated Pool, Hot Tub, Sauna,
Fitness center, Free wireless Internet and a Business
center. Directions: 1-89, Exit-13. Rates based on
availability. Not valid on busy weekends. This
promotion is available till 04/30/2014. Call
802-985-8037 or Toll Free: 855-547-2524 for reservation.

TRAVELODGE

Close to downtown Burlington shopping malls and
outlets. Enjoy a Free Full Hot Breakfast, High speed
wireless internet and pets welcome. Special rates
for 2 nights $129.00 USD or 1 night for $69.99 USD
Plus Tax. Additional $10 USD per person/night. Pet
Charge $10/pet/night. Rates based on availability
and not valid on busy weekends. Promotion valid till
04/30/2014. Call 802-862-6421 for reservations.

DAYS INN SHELBURNE

Our special winter rates are $135 for 2 nights or

$69 for 1 night double or single occupancy. Newly
remodeled rooms or suites available until 4/30/14.
Call directly to book this special offer to our Canadian
patrons. These rates include free wireless, deluxe
continental breakfast and free use of Shelburne
health and fitness club. There are a limited number of
rooms available at this rate. Take 189 to exit 13 and
make a left. We are 3 miles down on the left. Close to
restaurants, shops and museums. Call 802-985-3334
or email dianna@daysinnshelburne.com




